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The Maryland-National  Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Prince George’s  County  Planning  Department 
14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive 

Upper Marlboro, MD 20772

Departure Applications 
(Signs, Parking Design and Landscape Manual) 

Approximate Processing Time:  4 Months 

• Accepted by the Prince George’s County Planning Department 30 
to 90 days after the applicant sends informational mailing notice. 
For properties located within Bowie, College Park, and Greenbelt, 
applications for signs and parking design are filed at the respective 
municipal office. 

• The Planning Board shall refer sign departure applications 
to the Department of Environmental Resources (DER). 

• All applications shall be referred to affected municipalities.

• Mandatory and shall be available to the public at least two 
weeks prior  to the public hearing. 

• TSR includes appropriate findings and a recommendation.

• Public hearing must be advertised by posting of a sign(s). No time
frame is specified (the Planning Board requires the sign(s) to be 
posted for at least 30 days). 

Appeal or Decision to Review 

• Planning Board decision is final unless appealed by a party of 
record or the District Council decides to review the case within 30
days of the notice of the Planning Board decision. 

• District Council must render a decision within 60 days after the 
close of its hearing. (There is no timeframe for scheduling the 
hearing; however, at least 14 days notice of the hearing must be 
given to all parties of record.)
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(Signs, Parking Design and Landscape Manual) 

Required Findings, Section 27-239.1(b)(9) 

A. In order for the Planning Board to grant the departure, it shall make the following findings:

i. The purpose of this Subtitle will be equally well or better served by the
applicant’s proposal.

ii. The departure is the minimum necessary, given the specific circumstances of the
re- quest.

iii. The departure is necessary in order to alleviate circumstances which are unique to
the site or prevalent in areas of the County developed prior to November 29, 1949.

iv. The departure will not impair the visual, functional, or environmental quality or
integrity of the site or of the surrounding neighborhood.

B. For a departure from a standard contained in the Landscape Manual, the Planning Board
shall find, in addition to the requirements in Paragraph (9)(A), above, that there is no
feasible proposal for alternative compliance, as defined in the Landscape Manual, which
would exhibit equal or better design characteristics.
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